
 
Minutes of the Building Code Advisory Board Meeting of November 7, 2005 held at 7:00 p.m. in the Harry 
E. Mitchell Government Center, Municipal Building, City Council Chambers, 31 E.  5th Street, Tempe, 
Arizona. 

 
PRE-SESSION – begins at 6:00 p.m.  The Building Code Advisory Board reserves this time to discuss 
informally any item(s) appearing on the Public Hearing Agenda, including questions/answers.  Only 
procedural decisions will be made in the Pre-Session. 
Pre-Session convened at 6:05 PM. 
 
REVIEWED PROPOSED AGENDA ITEMS. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jim Walker, Acting Chair; Scott Bohning; Dave Maza 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Mike Balwinski, Chair; Gerald Nelson 
 
CITY STAFF PRESENT:  Michael Williams, Board Secretary and Deputy Development Services 
Manager; Roger Vermillion, Building Inspection Superintendent; Sue Buck, Administrative Assistant 
 
GUESTS PRESENT:  4 Members of the Public 
 
 
Acting Chair Jim Walker called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. 
 
Acting Chair Walker announced consideration of the AGENDA. 
 
1. MINUTES for July 12, 2005  

 
Motion to Approve:  Dave Maza 
Second by:   Scott Bohning 
Approved Unanimously 
 
 

2. Held a public hearing for the RECOMMENDED AMENDMENTS TO THE 2003 INTERNATIONAL 
BUILDING CODE (IBC). 
 
Acting Chair Walker requested discussion/comment on the amendments to the 2003 IBC.    
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Mike Williams stated for the record that the ordinance will read " that certain document known as "The 
International Building Code, 2003 Edition" which has been published as a code in book form by the 
International Code Council chapters two through thirty-five and appendix chapters C, I, and J inclusive, 
three (3) copies with amendments of which are on file in the office of the city clerk." 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
James D. Forslund (resident, building professional) stated that he "objects to the deletion of the 
International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) from the I-Code body".  As a building professional, he 
is committed to the concept of energy conservation.  The City of Tempe previously adopted the 1979 
UBC, in which Chapter 53 related to energy conservation in new construction.  The decision before the 
Board is a critical responsibility and he urged the Board to not make a decision but to discuss the issue 
further.  He previously appeared before the Plumbing & Mechanical Advisory Board to state his 
concerns, along with his colleague, Anthony Floyd.  
 
Dave Maza stated that at this point the Board is not denying or rejecting the IECC, but would recommend 
moving forward with the adoption of the IBC as amended.  The Board would like to review the IECC 
further at a future date, separate from the current code adoption. 
 
Motion to Approve Amendments as Presented by:   Dave Maza 
Second by:  Scott Bohning 
Approved Unanimously 
 
 

3. Held a public hearing for the RECOMMENDED AMENDMENTS TO THE 2003 INTERNATIONAL 
EXISTING BUILDING CODE (IEBC). 
 
Acting Chair Walker requested discussion/comment on the amendments to the 2003 IEBC.   
 
No public comment.   
 
Mike Williams stated for the record the ordinance will read "that certain document known as "The 
International Existing Building Code, 2003 Edition" which has been published as a code in book form 
by the International Code Council chapters two through fourteen and appendix chapters A and B, three 
(3) copies with amendments of which are on file in the office of the city clerk." 
 
Motion to Approve Amendments as Presented:  Scott Bohning 
Second by:  Dave Maza 
Approved Unanimously 
 
 

4. Held a public hearing for RECOMMENDED AMENDMENTS TO THE 2003 INTERNATIONAL 
RESIDENTIAL  CODE (IRC). 
 
Acting Chair Walker requested discussion/comment on the amendments to the 2003 IRC.   
 
Mike Williams stated for the record that the ordinance will read "that certain document known as "The 
International Residential Code, 2003 Edition" which has been published as a code in book form by the  
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International Code Council chapters two through ten, twelve through forty-three, and appendix chapters A, 
B, C, G, H, J and K inclusive, three (3) copies with amendments of which are on file in the office of the city 
clerk." 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Vince Territo of Todd & Associates stated he wanted the Board to understand the implications of the 
deletion of lot lines from townhomes as stated in the IRC, as it pertains to fire resistant construction. 
 
Mike Williams stated that the overall definition of townhome as clarified in the interpretation manual to the 
International Building Code (IBC) clarifies fire resistant construction as it pertains to lot lines, and also 
applies to the IRC.  It is a new definition and an important distinction to make that will take close & careful 
enforcement. 
 
Motion to Approve Amendments as Presented by:   Dave Maza 
Second by:  Scott Bohning 
Approved Unanimously 
 

 
5. STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
 
 Mike Williams stated that the 2003 International Building Code, 2003 International Existing Building 

Code, 2003 International Residential Code as amended would proceed to Council based on the Board 
approval.  They will be introduced at the November 17, 2005 IRS and Council Meeting along with the 
2003 International Mechanical Code, State Plumbing Code & 2003 International Plumbing Code and 
2003 International Fuel Gas Code and amendments as approved by the Plumbing & Mechanical Code 
Advisory Board.   There will be a second Council hearing date on December 1, 2005.  If Council 
approves the codes as recommended by the Boards, the effective date of the ordinance will be January 
2, 2006 with a grace period until April 3, 2006 where plans could be reviewed under the 1994 
UBC/current codes or the 2003 I-Codes/newly adopted codes.   

 
 There are no fee increases included with this code adoption.   Fees will be reviewed separately in the 

first quarter of 2006, in accordance with a recommendation from the Council Budget Committee.   
 
 Mike Williams recommended to the Board that a meeting of the Building Code Advisory Board be 

scheduled in the first quarter of 2006 to further review the International Energy Conservation Code.  He 
suggested inviting J.D. Forslund and Anthony Floyd to address the Board at that time.   

 
 The Board members present agreed to a future meeting to further discuss the IECC. 
 
 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
 Vince Territo stated that he currently had a case submitted that went to Design Review Board last 

week.  Would that mean that it would get reviewed under the 2003 IBC? 
 
 Mike Williams stated that only those cases submitted for permitting after January 2, 2006 would have 

the option of being reviewed under either code during the 3 month grace period (until April 3, 2006).   
After April 3, 2006 all plans submitted for permitting would be reviewed under the International Codes 
as adopted. 
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6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  None 
 
Motion to Adjourn by:  Dave Maza 
Second by:  Scott Bohning 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:25 PM 
 
 
Prepared by:  Sue Buck, Administrative Assistant 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
 
      
Michael J. Williams, CBO 
Board Secretary and Deputy Development Services Manager 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
      
Jim Walker, Acting Chair 
Building Code Advisory Board 
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